Colorado — applied & integrated — Regional Network for Sustainability (CaiRNS): Planning for a Network to Address =12\

Pressures, Responses, and Sustainability Intersections across a Growing, Innovative, Dry, and Purple State

DDLD RAD D STATE Principal Investigators: Jennifer E. Cross (CSU-FC, Sociology), Sylvester A. Kalevela (CSU-P, Civil Engineering), Elicia Ratajczyk (CSU-FC, IBE), Joseph C von Fischer (CSU-FC, Biology), Stephan Weiler (CSU-FC, Economics); NSF Award #2115457
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* Desired Capabilities: Develop better connections between the University and the Community to engage
students in community projects that both benefit the community but also inspire students to stay and work
within the community after graduation, perhaps with a focus on renewable energy production (as a
community goal)

* Key Community Identified Need: Better ways to
bring together and make sense of siloed and
disparate data to identify potential key questions,
topics, and nodal intervention points to discuss
with community stakeholders.

The Community Foundation of Northern Colorado is
a non-profit organization serving as a catalyst for
community projects and philanthropy in the
communities of Larimer and Weld counties in
Colorado seeking to understand and hold a vision for
regional wellbeing and invite community stakeholders
to work with them to co-develop shared visions,

* Request of CaiRNS: Build a university-based hub for training professors in community-engaged projects
across the curriculum; provide resources and support connecting faculty with community partners working to
address local sustainability challenges; catalyze new long-term community-university partnerships.
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* Request of CaiRNS: Working with the Foundation
on a process for data processing, reporting, and
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