
SRS RN Track 2: Convergent Innovations for Regional Circular Economies (CIRCULAR)

Using the Metro Chicago region with its urban-rural linkages, this SRS network 
explores the underlying system structures and interactions that give rise to 
unsustainable resource consumption and waste generation, and identifies 
potential solutions grounded in the emerging field of the Circular Economy (CE). 
The research network has: 
1) engaged interdisciplinary researchers and non-academic partners in a process 

to co-create a research agenda for transforming regional systems towards CE; 
2) explored convergent research mechanisms for deep integration of knowledge, 

methods, tools, and expertise from diverse perspectives that can advance the 
study of regional circular economies; and 

3) initiated a collaborative platform upon which the scientific community and key 
stakeholders can share knowledge, translate findings, and enhance diversity 
and engagement.
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Project overview

Emergent focal areas
Chicago MSA plus urban-rural linkages in Illinois, NW Indiana and SE Wisconsin
Study Area

Rural Urban

Area 21,585 mi2 10, 857 mi2

Population 1.2M 10M

GRP ~$70B ~$700B

Network structure and organization

Research approach

• 26 Monthly meetings
• 13 meetings for research 

discussions
• 13 interviews with community 

partners
• 8 convergent research 

clusters with 20+ biweekly 
meetings

• 1 Face-to-face meeting 
(August ‘22)

• 3 internal surveys
• 2 papers in preparation
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